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Land Uses

Logging

Ranching

Orchards

Vineyards

Tourism

Mining

Main Communities

Kelowna

Penticton

Kamloops

Williams Lake

Prince George

Aboriginal Peoples

Carrier, Chilcotin


Parks and Natural Areas

South Okanagan - Similkameen 
national park proposal


Further Information

British Columbia Wine Association

Tourism Prince George


This dry grassland between Osoyoos and Greenwood, B.C., gives way to coniferous 
trees in the moister sites. Note the long needles of the pine in the foreground, and 
the shorter needles of spruce behind. The haze from forest fires has become a 
regular summer situation.

Rob Gardner

https://bcvqa.ca/geo_indication/okanagan-valley/
https://tourismpg.com/explore/?utm_source=google-anti-resort&utm_medium=cpc&utm_id=anti-resort&utm_campaign=&adgroup=&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23234633684&gbraid=0AAAAA94IVxjybBBSmbMI_gFr2sGFWp9u4&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvLLesPXCkQMV_RqtBh0y4DF4EAAYASAAEgK4HPD_BwE


Most of the moisture from the Pacific air masses falls as rain or snow on the Coast 
Ranges. The east, downwind side of these mountains supports a much drier type of 
forest, with sparser tree cover.



The mild winters and hot, sunny summers have made the Okanagan Valley an ideal 
locale for orchards. Over the last ten years, many farmers have changed to growing 
grapes instead. A little farther north, the moister conditions make Salmon Arm and 
Shuswap Lake (below) less suitable for agriculture, but houseboat vacations have 
soared in popularity.

RobGardner

British Columbia Wine Association



Ed Dick

Three major rivers - the Fraser (above, near Lytton), Thompson and 
Chilcotin - have cut deep canyons through the volcanic rock. Scattered 
trees, often Ponderosa Pine,  and bunch grasses inhabit the north-facing 
slopes, while sage brush lives on the warmer, south-facing slopes.

Ed Dick



Ed Dick

In the Okanagan Valley, located in the southern part of the region, the mild winters 
and sunny summers allow the fertile, flat valley floors  to be developed as 
orchards, and more recently, vineyards.

The generally hot summers and numerous parks make this region popular for 
family holidays.

Prince George Tourism



Looking north-west from near Princeton, BC, shows the relatively gentle topography. 
The more rugged Coast Mountains can be seen in the distance.

Gentle slopes allow much easier access to the forest, leading to extensive logging. 
The most recently logged sites appear as snowy patches, while older clearcuts are 
darker with some trees regrowing. The darkest areas have not been logged. Photo 
taken about 100 km northwest of Penticton, BC.

Rob Gardner

Rob Gardner



Prince George (above) lies at the northern boundary of the dry interior region. 
Moderate topography and fairly open forest encourage outdoor reaction of many 
kinds.

Prince George Tourism

Prince George Tourism



The Highland Valley Copper Mine lies about 75 km southwest of Kamloops. In 
production for more than 60 years, this mine now produces 130,000 tons of copper  
and 550 tons of molybdenum annually. The main pit is over three km across, and the 
entire operation including tailings pond covers 50 sq km. At 800 m deep, the pit could 
easily hold Toronto’s CN Tower (540 m tall).


While this seems like a large disturbance, we should remember that the entire province 
of British Columbia has only 17 active mines, with this being the largest.

Michelle Spornitz
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Ed Dick

The Kettle Valley Railway, from Nelson west past Kelowna to Princeton, once part of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, carried supplies for gold miners and early farmers. Now, 
only a short section remains to carry tourists on a special train, while most of the route 
hosts cyclists as part of the Trans Canada Trail. Spectacular trestle bridges and long 
tunnels make this a route like no other.

Mountain goats on cliffs overlooking the 
Similkameen River east of Princeton.Rob Gardner

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kettle_Valley_Railway
https://tctrail.ca

